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was an article in the | incoln paper this norning about the
decisions that are being made jn some of the oil producing
states in regard to the revenues and the resulting spending
activities where they are on Thursday laying off 4,000 (kahoma
school teachers, and the Department of Human Services wil %egi n
to furlough nearly 9,000 workers wthout pay for at |east one
day a month, and so on, the states that are pejng affected by

the oil industry. Well,we, | guess the good news is that we
never had an oil industry that to really be basing ogur revenue

upon that particular industry put we do have the problens in
agriculture, and | think that we should seriously consider iphig
adj ournment unti | t hat point that we have therevenuesin hand
to count, upon which also to make projections. Now that goes
beyond the effects of this particular amendnent and what it
does. | do not intend to support a half cent jncrease on the
sales tax. If we are forced to increase a tax, | intend to | ook
sonewhere el se other than the half cent on sales. | yrge youto
reject this amendment. | also urge you to consider the fact
that we are operating without full know edge of all revenues

that we can acquire by adjourning until April 15th at sone
point, perhapstoday. Thank you.

SENATOR CARSTEN: Thank you. Senator Smith, please.

SENATOR SM TH: Thank you, M. Chairman. | rise to support
Senator Warner as co-sponsor of this amendnent which woul d
i ncrease the sales tax by one-half cent from3 1/2 cents to

4 cents whi ch would raj se approxi mat el 42 mllion over
11 nonths. | hope you all IistenepcPto what Sgnator Warner had

to say regarding our reasons for offering this amendnment to you.
W are all aware of the shortfall in revenues as well as the
proposed budget that we have before ys this year, and this
attenpt is tofund that need. | sypport this formof tax over
all other kind of taxes as | always have pecause it has been

shown over and over gagain that the population of the state
Support thIS fOFm Of tax OV.er all ot her ki nd of tax-es' I‘ i ke
you, would prefer no tax increase if we had a choice, but am

prepared to support this as ny best alternativ e should g tax
increase become necessary. Thank you.

SENATOR CARSTEN: Thank you. Senator Chambers, please.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr. Chairman and nenbers of the Legislature,
| amopposed to this increase in the sales tax as | have gjyays

been opposed to increases in the sales tax. W use theterm
"regressive” with reference to taxation and the neaning ¢ pe
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